A recycling revolution for North Somerset

Over the next six months residents in North Somerset will see some major changes to their recycling and waste collections, as North Somerset Council introduces its recycling revolution.

The new services include a weekly recycling collection of a much wider range of materials including plastics, food and drink cartons and all types of cardboard, in a bid to reduce the amount of waste going to landfill, reduce the amount of council tax payers’ money spent on landfill costs and taxes, and make recycling easier for everyone.

What’s already happened?

March 2009: property survey

The council surveyed every property in North Somerset to assess the storage space available. Properties were divided into three categories:

· Type 1 enough space for a wheeled bin

· Type 2 not enough space for a wheeled bin

· Type 3 flats of four or more households - changes to collections will be introduced separately.
March 2010: new contracts began
The council’s new recycling and waste collection contractors May Gurney took over the existing collection services on 1 March. Services continue as at present for now.

What’s going to happen?

March and April 2010: letter to type 1 and 2 properties
The letter outlines the council’s proposed new service for that household. Residents will have up to three weeks to respond if this is not correct for their property type. A council officer will visit these properties to reassess the storage space. 
April 2010: new calendars
New collection calendars for Monday 3 May onwards will be delivered to all North Somerset homes as collection days will be changing in May. New services at Recycling Centres begin too.

May 2010: new collection days
From Monday 3 May collection days in North Somerset will change. Collections will begin at 7am from now on and recycling and waste will be collected on all Bank Holidays, apart from Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.  
	Due to the large number of households in North Somerset, the council will be introducing the changes to recycling and waste collections for type 1 and 2 properties in two stages: half in July, the other half in September. Everyone will find out which stage they are in well before any changes to collections begin.


June 2010: new containers delivered to stage one areas 
New containers (bins or plastic sacks depending on whether you live in a type 1 or 2 property) will be delivered to approximately half the households in North Somerset.
July 2010: new services begin in stage one areas
Households that got new bins in June will receive their new recycling and waste collections from mid-July. 

August 2010: new containers delivered to stage two areas 

New containers (bins or plastic sacks depending on whether you live in a type 1 or 2 property) will be delivered to the remaining half of the households in North Somerset.

September 2010: new services begin in stage two areas

Households that got new bins in August will receive their new recycling and waste collections from mid-September. 
