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Joint Position Statement – 25 May 2010
River Axe summer water levels
(Bleadon Sluice)

The River Axe is usually penned in the summer by Bleadon Sluice to provide water for irrigation. Unfortunately there is a problem with the sluice and it is presently unsafe to operate. The Environment Agency are currently undertaking emergency works to manage the situation and will closely monitor the potential impact on the environment.
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Bleadon Sluice
In the meantime, we are planning to use Brean Cross Sluice to  provide the summer penned level in the River Axe as a temporary measure This means that water levels between Bleadon Sluice and Brean Cross Sluice will be higher than normal – and levels upstream of Bleadon Sluice will be slightly lower than usual.

We are working closely with the Drainage Board to provide summer irrigation, and will look to jointly agree a way of operating over the coming months. This will need to take into account available water (a function of the weather), conditions in the river and any increased flood risk associated with holding levels at Brean Cross. During this time we need the co-operation of those living in the area with regards to expected water levels. 

Both the Environment Agency and Bristol Water are committed to securing a long term solution to the problems with Bleadon Sluice – and both parties are working with the Drainage Board to manage the situation.

Over the next few weeks we will communicate individually with key groups – including farmers, landowners and fishing interests – to outline any specific issues that may arise due to operational problems with the sluice gate. 

If you have any questions please contact Barry Payne (Environment Agency) on 01278 484315 or Bristol Water Corporate Affairs on 0117 9536470.
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