MINUTES
ENVIRONMENT ACTION GROUP MEETING
18 February 2005
Queen's Arms, Celtic Way, Bleadon

Meeting Commenced 17:45 Meeting Concluded: 19:00
Present: Kevin Harris (Chairman)
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John Lance

Matthew Isgrove

Paul Waterhouse

Peter Lindsay

Bridget Evans (Secretary)

Apologies:
Andy Hickson (Vice Chair), Malcolm Gammon, Mike Moizer, Chris Butler.

Approval of Minutes (21/01/02)

The minutes were approved with the following amendment to be made:
Item 4 - Village Boundary & Fence - village boundary should read 'Parish
Boundary'.

Matters Arising:
PL raised the issue that he had spoken to members of other groups

and it would appear that they have also looked at footpaths,
housing, burial ground (& had spoken to the Rector). It was
agreed that the group should contact the Parish Clerk to redefine
the objectives of each group.

KH brought the groups attention to an e-mail from Chris Butler (who
is currently in Canada) and some of the issues he had raised.
Chris had recommended contacting environmental groups, such
as Avon Wildlife Trust to contribute as they have interests in our
area.

BE confirmed that she had been in touch with the Trust and they had
declined to become involved and that apart from the "management of
traditional grazing methods" they could not see anything they could
bring to the group.

KH raised Chris' point about "The Sky' but felt that this was outside of
the groups remit. The group agreed. Chris had also suggested
posting the minutes of our group on the Parish website -this to
be investigated.

BE suggested contacting the 'Open Spaces Committee’ involved with
the Parish Council but it was agreed that this committee was
possibly more re-active than pro-active.

PL had had several ideas about the need for footpaths and highlighted
Bridge Road where there is no footpath and has the added danger
of the large trucks entering and leaving the Marshall site.

PW handed the group a copy of the Rural Housing Associations
profile that had been given to him by the Parish Clerk. It was
agreed that the group would read this and pass it on during the
next month for all members to read.

PL raised the issue for the need for new housing in the village and if
indeed the 'village' needed more housing.
Group the group discussed the possible sites within and outside the

village fence where any housing might be built e.g. Marshall's
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site, Purn House Farm.

had been sent an e-mail from Andy Hickson. He had suggested
that the group could look at doing their own survey within the
village of what villagers would like to see happen with regard to
housing. It was agreed that each member would come up with
a design for an inexpensive survey which could possibly be
given out with the next issue of the 'Village News'. Group
the group agreed that their biggest issue was housing and that
they would need to identify what, if any, types of housing would
be welcome and how these would be influenced by support
structures - no school, on-going drainage problems.

asked how 'strong' the village fence was.

suggested that there had been no movement on the fence for
possibly the last thirty years.

raised the point of a manual speed check currently in operation
in the village and that there was possibly a report on speeds
recorded.

Any Other Business:
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had given some thought to a Tree Planting Scheme as there had
been a lot of very large trees, mainly EIms, around the village,
and trees planted now would benefit the village in some years

to come.

suggested that he looked at the types of trees suitable for planting
in the various situations around the village. KH
raised the question as to whether the group should look at
recycling within the village.

replied that there was a plan by the local council to provide further
recycling collections by the year 2006 and after the mess caused
by the large waste paper skip some years previous a recycling
center in the village would probably not be appreciated.

told the group how he had done a full survey of the churchyard
some years previous to plot every grave and name of every
person buried within. It would appear that it would be possible for
cremation tablets to be placed around the perimeter of the grave
yard against the wall and the Rector had confirmed that this was
a possibility - although at present there is no room for more burials.
But again one of the other groups had approached the Rector
about this issue.

commented on the condition of Fakeham Lane (off Bridgwater
Road) and that it was a possible health hazard and an eye-sore.

Date of Next Meeting:

Friday 18 March, 17:45, Queen's Arms.



